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EDITORIAL NOTES. 



Apologies are again due for delay in publishing this 
issue of the Quarterly. To the general grief at the death 
of our editor, Rev. S. F. Gale, was added on our part, 
the selfish feeling of personal loss sustained by ourselves 
and by the Society. We had hoped to utilize the his- 
torical knowledge, large acquaintance and sympathetic 
broadness of the man in our work, but though keenly 
interested in it his waning strength and ultimate peace- 
ful passing away left us again thrown upon our own 
resources. 

An ususual press of business upon the local officers 
available for editorial work, all of whom are actively 
engaged in various pursuits, has again postponed pub- 
lication, hence this explanation. 



We did think the Legislature of the State of Florida, 
mindful of the wealth of historical material within her 
borders and of the liberal appropriations made by her 
sister states for similar purposes, would grant the request 
of this society and cheerfully pass the bill presented to it, 
as published in the last issue, carrying a small appropria- 
tion to gather and preserve this material. True the 
society sent no lobbyist to Tallahassee and was content to 
inform such representatives of the people as it could get 
in touch with, of the purposes sought to be accomplished 
by means of personal conversation, letters and the 
distribution of copies of the Quarterly in both houses. 

The same fate met this bill as did the former bill 
introduced at the preceding session. The bill passed the 
Senate and died on the calendar in the House because, so 
it was reported to us, of more important legislation. It 
is rather discouraging. The members of the society con- 
tribute liberally by the payment of dues, its officers con- 
sisting of business men and professional men with little 



52 

spare time, serve without salary and do what they can; 
the purposes and objects of the society are admittedly 
designed to benefit the State and the public, but the 
Legislature of the State as a whole seems to take little 
interest in the matter. We regret the fact and must 
continue to labor to awaken so much interest among the 
residents of the State as to require its legislators to take 
notice and act. Political and local and personal matters 
receive attention, why not the objects of The Florida 
Historical Society? 



In the midst of the progress and rush of daily affairs 
shadows flit across our path to remind us that deeper 
shadows must come and that soon others must take our 
place in the onrush of the world. Although we had 
seen little of Mr. S. A. Swann we felt his influence and 
knew of his numerous deeds of goodness. For many 
years he had been engaged in struggling to build up the 
state. Coming from North Carolina while a young man, 
he occupied a place of importance under Senator D. L. 
Yulee and became one of the important factors in the rail- 
road extension of the state. Always ready to further any 
enterprise for the good of Fernandina, he was connected 
with almost all improvements made in the city. Every 
one knew be could obtain Mr. Swann's aid if he sincerely 
desired to improve Fernandina. In the death of Mr. 
Swann the Historical Association has lost a valuable 
member and a strong friend. He died in Connecticut at 
the residence of his daughter, Mrs. Carroll, near Green- 
wich, on the 26th of August. His body was brought to 
Fernandina and was placed in its resting place in St. 
Peter's Cemetery on the 29th of the month. 



The annual meeting of the Society will be held at the 
Jacksonville Public Library on Tuesday, November 16th, 
at 10 o'clock in the forenoon. It is a little early to 
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make the announcement but we wish to make every effort 
to secure a larger and more representative meeting of 
members than has attended the annual meeting in recent 
years. The work that ought to be done by the Society 
cannot be accomplished by the labor of three or four men. 
Nor is it fair to leave it to them. Let us turn over a new 
leaf and inaugurate a change in this respect. An im- 
provement can be made also in the payment of dues. 
It ought not to be necessary to send out two or three 
notices to members before membership dues are paid. 
Plan to attend the meeting if possible and send the treas- 
urer a check if you have not already done so. 



